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From “golden passports” to
€75 million in dirty flows:
how brothers Vladlen Hirin
and Hennadiy Hirin
laundered money across
Europe and are hiding
traces after a Europol
operation

After the international Operation YUZUK and the exposure of a large-
scale money-laundering scheme, the Hirin brothers reportedly moved to
actively cleanse the information space. Kherson-based businessmen
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From “golden passports” to €75 million in dirty flows: how brothers Vladlen Hirin and Hennadiy Hirin
laundered money across Europe and are hiding traces after a Europol operation
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Vladlen and Hennadii Hirin were involved in cryptocurrency transactions
and are alleged to have ties to an international criminal network.
We, in turn, publish investigations that they are trying to remove from the public
space in order to preserve the facts and show the real scale of the Hirin brothers’
activities in international money laundering schemes.
As part of the international operation codenamed YUZUK, conducted by local
police in collaboration with Europol, apartments, luxury cars, cash, and 24 million
euros in cryptocurrency were seized in Cyprus.
According to the press service of the Republic of Cyprus Police, the operation
lasted approximately a year.
According to the police, the criminal money laundering network was led by two
brothers from Ukraine who received “golden” passports and resided in Limassol.
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Evidently, the matter concerns Kherson businessmen Vladlen and Hennadiy Hirin,
as well as members of their families, whose arrest was reported by MOST back in
November.
As stated in the press release, under the leadership of the Kherson businessmen,
citizens from third countries delivered cash from various European countries to
Cyprus.
Authorities from Cyprus, Croatia, France, Germany, Slovenia, and Spain
participated in the YUZUK operation. On October 28, 2024, arrests were
simultaneously made in Spain, France, and Slovenia. In Cyprus, 13 search
warrants were issued for residential and commercial premises. Cypriot police
were assisted by Europol and the Spanish authorities.
During searches in Limassol, more than 650,000 euros in cash and a large
quantity of jewelry were found. Mobile phones, gadgets, and banking documents
were seized for investigation. Cypriot authorities froze approximately 24 million
euros in cryptocurrency and seized six luxury cars valued at over 650,000 euros.
The Anti-Money Laundering Unit (MOKAS) confiscated 14 apartments worth over
7 million euros.
As part of the international operation YUZUK:
- 23 suspects were arrested (20 in Spain, 1 in France, and 2 in Slovenia);
- 17 suspects were charged;
- 91 searches were conducted in homes and commercial premises (77 in Spain, 1
in France, and 13 in Cyprus);
- 8.2 million euros in cash were seized;
- 24 million euros in cryptocurrency were frozen;

Читайте по темі: Sanctions evasion operator Alkagesta ships Russian oil under
fake Kazakh origin via Libya and Mediterranean smuggling networks

- 2 million euros were seized or frozen in bank accounts;
- 36 vehicles were confiscated, including luxury cars;
- real estate, luxury watches, jewelry, and electronic devices were seized or
confiscated.
Europol reported that the organized criminal network, predominantly comprising
citizens from Ukraine, as well as Armenia, Azerbaijan, and Kazakhstan, provided
courier and illegal banking services to other criminal groups.
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“Some Chinese citizens also participated in this network, providing money
laundering services”, the report states.
The network offered a catalog of “crime-as-a-service” options, which was used by
Russian-speaking and Asian criminal elements involved in illegal drug trafficking,
tax evasion, or smuggling illegal goods. These crimes were primarily committed
in Spain.
Europol also noted that the suspects abused the temporary protection status
granted by the EU to Ukrainian refugees since 2022, as well as to other citizens
affected by Russia’s war against Ukraine. The services of the Hirins were also
used by refugees from Ukraine who brought their savings in cash to Europe to
protect them from the effects of the war.
The criminal group exploited exceptions created to facilitate the transfer of
money between jurisdictions, moving large sums of cash without detailed
questioning or thorough checks during customs procedures.
“Declaring large sums as part of property, “money mules”, some of whom were
family members of criminal leaders, regularly traveled between Spain, Cyprus,
France, and other countries”, explained Europol.
After the arrest of several couriers transporting cash, the criminal network
changed its methods. It shifted from the physical transfer of money to
cryptocurrency operations, making it more difficult to trace financial flows.
Preliminary estimates indicate that at least 75 million euros were moved from
March 2023 to February 2024.
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17.04.2026, 20:03 •
Новини
Словаччина оскаржить у
суді заборону ЄС на імпорт
російського газу

17.04.2026, 20:01 •
Війна
РФ вербує українських
дітей через онлайн-ігри, —
поліція

17.04.2026, 19:59 •
Кримінал
  Volodymyr Filippov and
Iron Motors: how an Odesa
“car dealer” built a scheme
of missing cars from the
U.S., debts, and dozens of
defrauded clients

17.04.2026, 19:57 •
Кримінал
  Поліція “на абонементі”:
як Руслан Герасимчук і
Андрій Чайковський
закривають очі на
шахрайські кол-центри
Миколайчика

17.04.2026, 19:53 •
Кримінал
  «Фламінго» не злетів: як
власник Fire Point Денис
Штілерман сам "спалив"
корупційні схеми Міндіча і
провал оборонного
проєкту

17.04.2026, 19:49 •
Кримінал
Sanctions evasion operator
Alkagesta ships Russian oil
under fake Kazakh origin via
Libya and Mediterranean
smuggling networks

17.04.2026, 19:42 •
Новини
Копали тунелі в піску: у
Бородянці через обвал
насипу загинув 11-річний
школяр

17.04.2026, 19:39 •
Кримінал
  На кордоні зі
Словаччиною затримали
іноземку за організацію
каналу секс-торгівлі
українками

17.04.2026, 19:37 •
Коментарі
Андрюс Кубілюс закликав
створити «Оборонний
Шенген» за участю України
та Британії
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17.04.2026, 19:28 •
Кримінал
Pavlo Schtscherban und die
Bank „Allianz“: Wie eine
Struktur mit Verbindungen
zur Janukowytsch-Ära ins
Zentrum eines Skandals um
milliardenschwere Verluste
bei „Ukrenergo“ geriet

17.04.2026, 18:33 •
Новини
  На американських
авіаносцях виникли
проблеми з харчуванням
через тривалу місію

17.04.2026, 18:17 •
Війна
Україна запровадила
санкції проти понад
120 командирів РФ та
російських релігійних
пропагандистів

17.04.2026, 18:16 •
Коментарі
Росія намагається
посилити свій контингент
у Придністров’ї через
страх за його долю, —
Буданов

17.04.2026, 18:06 •
Коментарі
Зеленський:
Розблокування кредиту ЄС
дасть змогу Україні
розширити бойову авіацію

17.04.2026, 17:55 •
Кримінал
Vorzugszölle in Häfen und
Strafverfahren: Wie der
Unternehmer Dmytro
Kovalenko nach Gewinnen
aus russischer Kohle über
„Granova“ den Agrarmarkt
erobert

17.04.2026, 17:52 •
Корупція
Мільйони зарплати і
«нуль» витрат: прокурор
ОГПУ Максим Олефір живе
в квартирі без ціни та
їздить на Audi «від
батька», ховаючи реальні
активи

17.04.2026, 17:25 •
Корупція
Від «золотих паспортів» до
75 мільйонів євро брудних
потоків: як брати Владлен
Гірін і Геннадій Гірін
відмивали гроші через
Європу і ховають сліди
після операції Європолу
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17.04.2026, 17:21 •
Війна
  DeepState: Росіяни
просунулися в
Родинському та
Красному Лимані

17.04.2026, 17:19 •
Новини
Король Швеції Карл
XVI Густав прибув до
України

17.04.2026, 16:58 •
Війна
СБУ оголосила підозру
топофіцеру ГРУ:
завербував 17-річну
дівчину для ударів по ТЕС

17.04.2026, 16:45 •
Корупція
Бюджет у «чорну діру»: як
схема конвертатора
Євгена Пулі через фірми-
прокладки викачувала
гроші з держпідрядів і
навіть зайшла в оборонку

17.04.2026, 16:28 •
Коментарі
Ректор Музичної академії
Максим Тимошенко
задекларував спадщину на
1,1 мільйона гривень та
ОВДП

РЕДАКЦІЯ  АВТОРСЬКІ  ПОЗИЦІЯ  КОМЕНТАРІ  СПОРТ  КРИМІНАЛ  ДУМКА  КУЛЬТУРА  КОРУПЦІЯ
КОНФЛІКТИ  НОВИНИ  ВІЙНА
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